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was !Trans"Paci#c Art$ %&'()*+',-./ a group 
exhibition of )- contemporary artists from 
French Polynesia presented by the Tahiti"based 
Trans"Paci#c Art Association0 

The Museum$of$New$Caledonia contains a 
large permanent collection of traditional Paci#c 
artifacts and hosts both local and internationally 
touring contemporary art exhibitions0 In ,--+/ 
the museum welcomed !Balgo1 Contemporary 
Australian Art From the Balgo Hills$ %2'(3*
)'4-./ a group show organized by the Australian 
consulate/ featuring etchings and paintings by 
(3 Aboriginal artists0 The Art$Centre$Noum%a 
is the city5s main cultural venue/ with a full 
calendar of events by local and international 
artists0 !I Rush to Laugh So I Do Not Cry$ %+'4*
(-',-. presented works by eight local artists/ 
including painters Fabrice Ballay and St6phane 
Foucaud/ and the collaborative team of Esnault/ 
Mori and Natho0 The gallery space in Noum6a5s 
La$Biblioth&que$Bernheim hosts bimonthly 
exhibitions/ this year for painter and illustrator 
Bernard Billot %2'(&*)'3. and #gurative painter 
Marie M0 %(-'3*,2.0

Noum6a also boasts a robust private gallery 
scene0 Lec$Lec$Tic held !Body Perception$ 
%2'&*(3. a webcam"based video exhibition by J0 
Ibanez Bueno0 Galerie$Onze$et$Demi focuses on 
painting/ with solo shows of Caledonian painter 
Fly %3',(*+'(,./ and Mathieu Dri65s7paintings of 
fashion models %+',)*4-.0 Galerie$Reservoart/ 
in Noum6a5s Latin Quarter/ held a solo show 
by Marc Musso %&'4-*3'(-./ a painter and 
printmaker who uses block lettering and the 
American 8ag0 Another key gallery in Noum6a 
is Arte$ Bello/ which showcased ,9 New 
Caledonian digital printmakers %+'(2*4-.07 

On the independent front/ artist and curator 
Miriam Schwamm spearheaded a call for a 
New Caledonian Federation of Artists/ which 
held its #rst meeting in October0 Schwamm 
also held a solo exhibition of her work entitled 

!Extinctions$ at the Art Center Noum6a %3'9*
+'(&.0 She is currently planning a biennial event 
called !Art Dock/$ in which artists will create 
installations inside shipping containers on the 
wharf near the National Maritime Museum/ 
as part of the Festival of Melanesian Art in 
September ,-(-0  By Dyer Cushman

Isolated !mountainous!and!!
sparsely!populated !the!two!
landmasses!of!New!Zealand !
commonly!called!North!and!!

South Islands/ are known as Aotearoa to the 
indigenous Maori people:!The Land of the 
Long White Cloud0$ Though its population 
is only 20, million/ the country is home to a 
thriving art scene/ particularly in the cities 
of Auckland/ Christchurch and the capital 
Wellington0 With shared sovereignty over the 
Paci#c islands of Niue and the Cook Islands/ 
New Zealand is also a center for Paci#c art0 

The country5s main arts funding 
organization is Creative! New! Zealand!
"Creative!NZ# / with three main branches1 
the Arts!Council / Te!Waka!Toi!"Maori!Arts!
Board# and the Pacific! Arts! Committee 0 
It supports everything from the work of 
indigenous and Paci#c artists to gallery spaces/ 
publications/ research and international 
travel0 Creative NZ o;ered recurring grants 
to 49 professional arts organizations for ,--+/ 
totaling more than NZD () million %USD ((0, 
million./ up slightly from ,--3/ and awarded 
more than 2-- individual grants totaling <+ 
million/ much of it for overseas travel by New 
Zealand artists to workshops/ exhibitions and 
festivals0 Signi#cant changes in funding will 
take place in ,-(-/ with money increasingly 
dispersed regionally to help build audiences for 
contemporary art outside urban centers0

New Zealand5s art spaces are located in its 
three main cities/ with notable spaces in New 
Plymouth and Dunedin0 The country5s primary 
art museum is the Auckland! Art! Gallery!
"AAG#/ made up of the Main Gallery/ which 
shows the museum5s permanent collection/ 
and the adjacent New Gallery0 The Main 
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Gallery was closed for renovations in ,--+ and 
will reopen in ,-(( with space for Julian and 
Josie Robertson5s gift to the AAG of () major 
modernist masterpieces by Picasso/ Matisse and 
others/ valued at more than <,-- million0 The 
New Gallery displays contemporary art/ and 
held exhibitions of UK"based Yinka Shonibare 
MBE %,',3*9'(. and !For Keeps1 Sampling 
Recent Acquisitions ,--9*-+$ %9'(3*&'(,.0 

In the capital/ the City!Gallery!Wellington  
was also temporarily closed for a <9 million 
overhaul and reopened with !Yayoi Kusama1 
Mirrored Years$ %+',&*,'&'(-.0 The highlight 
at Wellington5s Museum!of!New!Zealand!Te!
Papa was a large"scale retrospective1 !Monet 
and the Impressionists$ %,'(2*)'(&.0

In New Plymouth/ Govett%Brewster!
Gallery  is New Zealand5s leading contemporary 
space/ with ,--+ shows including Lee Mingwei5s 
!Uncommon Senses$ %(,'9'-3*4'(9. and works 
by ,--+ artist in residence Javier T6llez %4',2 *
9',(.0 Adelaide"based Fiona Hall5s !Force Field 
%Selected Works.$ %2'2*9'(. was also notable 
with the garden installation Mown %,--&./ set 
in a nearby memorial park0 The year ended with 
Indian multi"media artist Nalini Malani5s #rst 
New Zealand show %(-'(-*((',+.0

On South Island/!the largest contemporary 
art institution is the Christchurch!Art!Gallery!
"Te!Puna!O!Waiwhetu# / which organized the 
retrospective !Rita Angus1 Life and Vision$ 

%4'&*&')./ with (2- works by the New Zealand 
painter0 Other notable shows were S6raphine 
Pick5s spectral paintings %&',4*((',,./ !Who 
Goes There$ %&'2*(-'(3. by sculptor Ronnie 
van Hout and the Auckland collective et al05s 
acclaimed !That5s Obvious? That5s Right? That5s 
True?$ %&',4*((',+.0 In the south/ the Dunedin!
Public!Art!Gallery  appointed former Te Papa 
senior art curator Elizabeth Caldwell as its new 
director in ,--+0 

While museums weathered the global 
recession/ commercial galleries/ centered in 
Auckland/ struggled0 Compendium and Fisher 
galleries closed in ,--+0 In response/ a group 
of downtown spaces/ including Antoinette 
Godkin and City Art Rooms/ formed a loose 
co"op called !Auckland Art Precinct/$ with 
galleries synchronizing event openings and 
pooling promotion costs0 A standout member 
of this co"op is Gow!Langsford! Gallery / which 
presented haunting paintings by John Pule  
%&',,*3'(). and black"and"white sculptures 
by Peter Robinson in !Sold Out1 Works From 
the (++-s$ %3'(+*+'(,.0 

On Auckland5s fashionable Karangahape/ 
or K0 Road/ the innovative gallery Starkwhite  
weathered the crisis well/ with et al05s !No Free 
Gift$ %2',-*)',4./ New York"based Martin 
Basher5s unexpectedly bold installations in 
!Free Spirit No Interest$ %4'(-*2'2. and 
Dane Mitchell5s playful/ sardonic sculptures 

!Mitchell Wizardry$ %4'(-*2'2.0 Further down 
K0 Road/ Michael!Lett  presented !Starting from 
Behind$ %+'+*(-'(-./ featuring installations by 
Simon Denny/ and Fiona Connor5s !Something 
Transparent %Please Go Round The Back.$ 
%2'()*)'(9./ a reproduction of the gallery5s 
glass"facade replicated multiple times within 
the gallery space0 

Among other Auckland galleries/ Anna!
Miles  Gallery  showed emerging photographer 
Edith Amituanai5s portraits and Allan 
McDonald5s interiors %9'4*&'2.0 Ivan!Anthony  
also presented Yvonne Todd5s captivating 
portraits %3',9*+',9.0 Sue! Crockford  
exhibited Milan Mrkusich/ Auckland5s elderly 
abstractionist %)')*4-./ who had a retrospective 
at the University of Auckland5s Gus Fisher 
gallery %4'9*)',.0 The city5s newest gallery 
Plaything  opened with work by emerging 
photographer Rene Vaile %(-'4-*(('(2.0

Auckland is also home to an active group 
of nonpro#t spaces and artist"run initiatives/ 
mostly funded by Creative NZ0 Auckland5s 
leading artist"run space/ Gambia! Castle !
showed Andrew Barber5s dusty installation 
!Dreamhome'Shithouse$ %)'(*,4. and Fiona 
Connor5s !Notes on Half the Page$ %,'(4*4'&.0 
Artspace / under new director Emma Bugden/ 
oversaw Alicia Frankovich5s !A Plane for 
Behavers$ %)'(9*9',&./ featuring performers 
suspended from the ceiling/ and Chinese new"
media artist Cao Fei5s !Utopia$ %&'((*3',,.0 
Other nonpro#ts include Two!Rooms / whose 
residency program delivered exceptional work 
by UK #lmmaker Isaac Julien %4'9*2'2/ 3'(+*
+').0 In Manukau City/ Te!Tuhi!Centre!for!the!
Arts / with James McCarthy at the helm/ held an 
exhibition of Patrick Lundberg5s installations 
%)',2*&'4.0 Other artist"run initiatives include 
rm!Gallery! %formerly rm (-4./ Cross St0 Studios/ 
the Auckland University of Technology5s  
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St0 Paul Street Gallery/ which presented a group 
exhibition curated by Charmaine 5Ilaiu/ !Don5t 
Pacify Me$ %9',)*&'(-.0 The temporary roving 
art space Paintlust  held a three"person show 
!As If We Never Met$ %)'4-*9'(4./ including 
the late Julian Dashper0 

The premature death of Dashper %(+9-*
,--+. on July 4- was a sobering moment0 A 
highly respected member of New Zealand5s 
contemporary art community/ Dashper5s 
minimal abstractions were exhibited widely 
in Australasia and are held in the permanent 
collection at Te Papa0 Sue Crockford held a 
solo exhibition for Dashper %(('4*,,. originally 
planned by the artist in early ,--+0 

Art spaces are much sparser outside of 
Auckland/ but Wellington boasts a socially 
conscious commercial and nonpro#t scene0 
Commercial gallery Hamish!McKay  presented 
!Snow Melts in the Upper Clutha$ %9'9*&'2./ 
an installation by Berlin"based New Zealander 
Michael Stevenson and !Art Business Acronyms$ 
%,'((*,3. by Billy Apple/ New Zealand5s seminal 
pop artist0 Apple also exhibited at Wellington5s 
leading nonpro#t/ Victoria University5s Adam!
Art!Gallery&Te!Pataka!Toi  with !New York 
(+9+*(+&4$ %4',3*9'&./ works from the years 
when Apple operated a small nonpro#t gallery 
in New York0 Wellington5s foremost artist"run 
initiative is Enjoy!Public!Art!Gallery / which 
presented Darryl Walker5s !In Dialogue$ 
%)',(*9'(4./ featuring recordings of humans 
impersonating bird calls0 

In Christchurch/ the nonprofit Centre!
of!Contemporary!Art  held a solo show for 
sculptor Johnny Turner in !The Passing of 
Time$ %)'(4*9'&. and conceptual works by 
Miranda Parkes %)'(3*9'&.0 Commercial 
galleries in Christchurch su;ered heavily from 
the global #nancial crisis with the closure of 
Fisher Galleries/ Campbell Grant and 92 Zero 
Three0 The surviving Brooke!Gi'ord!Gallery  
showed a collection of small but ghostly 
S6raphine Pick paintings %+'()*(-'(-.0 Mixed"
media artist Rob Hood exhibited at nonpro#t 
Physics!Room %&'3*3').0 In Dunedin/ the two 
main artist"run spaces are Blue!OysterArt!
Project!Space/ which celebrated its tenth 
anniversary/ and None/ which hosted local 
sound"art performances0

Maori and Paci#c island artists had shows 
largely outside of downtown areas0 Fresh!
Gallery! Otara / a Manukau City Council 
initiative for contemporary Pacific art in 
Auckland0 In Wellington/ leading Polynesian 
sculptor Sopolemalama Filipe Tohi showed at 
Bartley!and!Co(!Art!Gallery  %&'(2*3'3./ while 
a short drive away/ Pataka!Museum!of!Arts!
and!Cultures! %PMAC. in Porirua City showed 
!Secondlife1 Five Artist Projects$ %9',&*(-'((./ 
featuring works incorporating garbage0 

New Zealand hosted a number of notable 
fairs and festivals in ,--+0 The nationwide One!
Day!Sculpture  %9'('-3*9'4(./ organized by 

Massey University/ Litmus Research Initiative 
and British curator Claire Doherty/ featured 
temporary public works0 The Auckland!
Festival  focused on new media with satellite 
shows held throughout the city0 The Auckland!
Art!Fair  %)'(*4./ curated by Blair French/ drew 
more than (,/--- visitors0 The ,--+ Maori 
Art Market %(-'3*((. at PMAC and the Te 
Rauparaha Events Arena showcased work by 
more than (9- Indigenous artists0  

Awards in New Zealand are plentiful and 
generous0 The annual Wallace Art Awards/ the 
oldest and largest of them all/ totaling <()-/--- 
went to photographer duo Marcus Williams and 
Susan Jowsey0 Controversy was stirred when 
Dane!Mitchell  won the <()/--- Trust Waikato 
National Contemporary Art Award0 His piece 

instructed the sta; at the Waikato museum to 
collect the discarded wrappings from all other 
entries and dump the material on the 8oor0 
Labeled a !sad mockery$ by participating 
artists/ the decision was staunchly defended by 
judge Charlotte Huddleston and the museum0 

At the Venice Biennale/ the New Zealand 
Pavilion/ !Save Yourself$ %9'&*((',,./ featured 
young London"based sculptor Francis 
Upritchard5s small/ ghoulish #gures arranged 
in miniature tableaux on tabletops and Judy 
Millar5s enormous digitally printed paintings 
installed in a Baroque cathedral0 In Sydney/ 
the Art Gallery of New South Wales hosted et 
al05s !Maintenance of Social Solidarity$ %9',)*
+'(4.0 In Europe/ Simon Denny showed at 
Berlin5s Luttgen Meijer %4'4(*2',)./ Naples5 
T,+4 Gallery %)',4*9'4-. and Cologne5s Galerie 
Daniel Buhcholz %+'2*4(.0 Rotterdam5s Witte de 
With Centre for Contemporary Art presented a 
Billy Apple exhibition in two parts/ !A History 
of the Brand$ %)'4-*+'(4. and !Revealed'
Concealed$ %9',9*+'(4.0 Works by legendary 
New Zealand video artist Darcy Lange %(+29*
,--). were shown in Ljubljana/ Slovenia/ at 
Moderna Galerija %3',-*+',-. by curator 
Mercedes Vicente/ who won the ,--+ Igor 
Zabel Competition in August0 

In ,-(-/ the fourth Auckland Triennial/ 
curated by Natasha Conland opens in March 
and SCAPE ,-(-/ the sixth Christchurch 
Biennial of Art in Public Space/ will happen in 
September0 The Auckland Art Gallery will host 
the biannual <)-/--- Walters Prize0 Govett"
Brewster will hold exhibitions for New Zealand 
painter John Reynolds in March and Simryn 
Gill in September0 Internationally/ Simon 
Denny will exhibit at Artspace in Sydney/ and 
Kate Newby will have a solo at GAK Bremen/ 
Germany/ in May0 By Cameron Allan McKean 
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